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Nomination of John Frank Bookout, Jr., To Be United States
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
June 3, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate John Frank Bookout, Jr.,
of Texas, to be Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. He would succeed Chas.W. Free-
man, Jr.

Currently Mr. Bookout serves as super-
visory director of Royal Dutch Shell in The
Hague, Netherlands. From 1976 to 1988,
he served as president and chief executive
officer of Shell Oil Co. in Houston, TX.
From 1950 to 1976, Mr. Bookout served

in several positions including: executive vice
president for exploration and production in
Houston, TX; president of Shell Canada,
Ltd. in Toronto, Canada; and as vice presi-
dent of New Orleans exploration and pro-
duction.

Mr. Bookout graduated from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin (B.S. and M.A.,
1950). He was born December 31, 1922,
in Shreveport, LA. Mr. Bookout is married,
has three children, and resides in Houston,
TX.

Presidential Determination No. 92–32—Memorandum on Trade
With Angola
June 3, 1992

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Under Section
2(b)(2) of the Export-Import Bank Act of
1945, as Amended: People’s Republic of
Angola

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
by section 2(b)(2)(C) of the Export-Import
Bank Act of 1945, as amended (the Act),
12 U.S.C. 635(b)(2)(C), I hereby determine
that the People’s Republic of Angola has
ceased to be a Marxist-Leninist country
within the definition of such terms in sub-

paragraph (B)(i) of such section.
You are authorized and directed to report

this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

GEORGE BUSH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 11:58 a.m., June 10, 1992]

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June
4.

Remarks on Signing the Proclamation Commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of World War II
June 4, 1992

May I salute Secretary Card and General
Powell; the Deputy Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, Mr. Principi; the Deputy Secretary
of Defense with us, Don Atwood; Secretary
Larry Garrett; Secretary Rice; and Michael
Stone of the Army; General Mundy, who’s
right over here; and then the Members of

Congress who are with us today. I believe
Senator Cranston was going to be here.
Here he is, right over here; see you, Alan.
And of course, Congressmen Montgomery,
Stump, Myers, and who am I missing—Sen-
ator, sorry. We have a distinguished group
here to salute the occasion. And also Don
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Wilson is with us, the Archivist, and Albert
McCluskey, a veteran of the Battle of Mid-
way, other veterans here today, and mem-
bers of civic and veterans service organiza-
tions, and also some other members of the
Joint Chiefs, I see. May I salute General
Kicklighter, the Executive Director, and
members of the Department of Defense’s
World War II Commemoration Committee.

Welcome, all, to the White House and
to this special observance of the 50th anni-
versary of an event which linked Americans’
hearts and minds, the monumental struggle
known as the Second World War. Over-
night, World War II literally transformed
America from a people at peace to a nation
at war that would define the course of his-
tory for the rest of this century.

The attack on Pearl Harbor forced Amer-
ica to abandon isolationism and take up the
mantle of leadership. World War II was
fought for American soil and sovereignty.
It was also fought to defend people who,
hating war, sought only peace, people every-
where who yearn for freedom, then and
now.

The year 1942 was crucial to our history.
Americans came together. Each citizen
sought ways to do his or her part. And fac-
tories designed to build the tools of peace
produced the tools of war: ships, planes,
tanks, ammunition, all crucial to the Allied
effort. It wasn’t easy, but we did it. We
did it fast. We did the hard work of free-
dom.

I was 17 on December 7, 1941, and like
so many here, not so many in this room
but like some—[laughter]—enlisted on my
18th birthday as a Seaman Second Class.
I do remember vividly the news from the
early days, how it was grim. Guam was over-
run, and the reports from the Pacific were
rather scary; Bataan and Corregidor fell. Yet
the Battle of the Coral Sea foiled Japanese
plans to invade Port Moresby and New
Guinea. And 50 years ago this week our
forces began what may have been the great-
est naval battle of all time. Midway turned
the tide of World War II. And the inevitable
Allied victory, you could feel it. It began
to take shape.

Winston Churchill once said of World
War II, ‘‘There never was a war in all his-
tory easier to prevent.’’ Today let us recall

what the lion cried as a voice in the wilder-
ness: ‘‘No one ever walks away from appeas-
ing an aggressor. He only crawls.’’

Weakening our defenses during a time of
peace is an open invitation to those with
the potential to wage war. And as President,
as long as I’m President, the military’s com-
mitment to defending freedom will be
matched by our commitment to defending
the military. Some say our victory in the
cold war allows us to pull back to our own
water’s edge. And I say, just as America’s
vigilance helped us win that war, so a strong
America can now help win the peace.

We seek a world where differences are
solved peacefully, where the force of law
really outlasts the use of force. Sacrifices
made heroically 50 years ago have helped
bring about a new and better world. And
it’s a world I thought of last December
where, on the 50th anniversary of Pearl
Harbor, Barbara and I looked at the sunken
hull of the Arizona out there, the U.S.S.
Arizona, tomb to more than a thousand
great heroes, the greatest that any nation
has ever known. There I thought of the wife
whose best friend was her husband and the
little boy whose brother, his idol, once
vowed to take him fishing after the fighting
stopped. I thought of the father whose son
or daughter would now know him as a mar-
tyr but never as a dad. And I resolved once
again we must never, ever let America’s de-
fenses down.

The men who died there in World War
II would today, I am convinced, and I think
I said it out there, be very, very proud of
America: proud of what we have become
as a Nation because of their service and
sacrifice, proud of how their fate and faith
still stir and shape us. So we honor them,
and we remember them so that future gen-
erations will say of us what we do also: God
bless this wondrous land, the United States
of America.

World War II was a fight that we did
not seek, against enemies that we didn’t
choose, for a cause that is first among all:
the right of people everywhere to be free.

In that spirit, then, it is my honor to once
again welcome all of you to the White House
and to sign the proclamation designating
the National Observance of the 50th
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Anniversary of World War II. And thank
you all for coming.

[At this point, the President signed the proc-
lamation.]

Well, the deed is done. Thank you all

very much for being with us.

Note: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. The
proclamation is listed in Appendix E at the
end of this volume.

Nomination of Kenneth L. Brown To Be United States Ambassador
to Ghana
June 4, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Kenneth L. Brown, of
California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Republic of Ghana.
He would succeed Raymond Charles
Ewing.

Currently Mr. Brown serves as Ambas-
sador to Cote d’Ivoire in Abidjan, Cote
d’Ivoire. From 1987 to 1989, he served as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. Mr.
Brown has served as consul general in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, 1984–87, and as

Ambassador to the Congo, 1981–84. In ad-
dition, Mr. Brown has served in several po-
sitions at the State Department, including
Director, Central African Affairs, 1980–81;
Deputy Director, United Nations Political
Affairs, 1979–80; and Deputy Director of
the Press Office, 1977–79.

Mr. Brown graduated from Pomona Col-
lege (B.A., 1959), Yale University (M.A.,
1960), and New York University (M.A.,
1975). He was born December 6, 1936, in
Seminole, OK. Mr. Brown is married, has
three children, and resides in Abidjan, Cote
d’Ivoire.

The President’s News Conference
June 4, 1992

The President. I have a brief statement,
and then I’ll be glad to take questions.

Two months ago, I asked the Congress
to cut almost $8 billion in wasteful spending
projects. Tonight I’ve just signed the cuts
that Congress sent to me in response. It’s
not all that I asked for, but it is a start.
Eight billion dollars sounds like a lot of
money, and it is. But the fact remains: It
isn’t good enough, not by a long shot.

The American people know budget defi-
cits threaten the long-term economic health
of our country. Over the years, we’ve accu-
mulated Federal debt totaling $65,000 for
every family of four in America. This debt
does not create more wealth; it merely helps
pay for our current consumption. It reminds
me of the old fellow who bragged to his

family that he’d finally borrowed enough
money to pay off his debts.

Our political system, as it is now, has
failed to meet its responsibility to address
this problem. In the face of a several hun-
dred billion dollar budget deficit, a piece-
meal approach simply will not do the job.
We need a constitutional amendment to
balance the Federal budget, and we need
it now.

Three years ago, in my first address to
the Congress, I asked the Senate and the
House to pass such an amendment. Every
year since then, I have repeated the call.
Like President Reagan before me, I have
tried to get Congress to act responsibly and
to restrain the growth of Federal spending.
We’ve tried compromise. We’ve tried con-
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